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The representation on this map of a road, track, cyclepath or footpath is no evidence of the existence of 
a right of way. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this map, Braintree District 

Council, FourPoint Mapping Ltd, or OS cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.
We have taken all responsible steps to ensure that this cycle route is safe and achievable by adults with a 

reasonable level of fitness. However, all outdoor activities involve a degree of risk. To the extent permitted 
by law, Braintree District Council accepts no responsibility for any accidents or injury resulting from 

following these routes. Walking and cycling routes change over time. Weather conditions may also affect 
path surfaces. Please use your own judgement when using the routes based upon the weather and the 

ability, experience and confidence levels of those in your group.
© Braintree District Council 2022.

Cartography and graphic design © FourPoint Mapping Ltd 2022.
With thanks to: 
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Routes in the Series

Families with Children Under-10Families with Children Under-10
       Bocking Blackwater LNR
       Flitch Way and Great Notley
       Witham

Families with Children Over-10Families with Children Over-10
       Ridgewell
       Gosfield
       Terling

Experienced & Leisure Cyclists’ RoutesExperienced & Leisure Cyclists’ Routes
       Great Yeldham to Bulmer
       Bures to Coggeshall
       Rayne to Steeple Bumpstead
       Braintree to Hatfield Peverel

Explore Braintree District By Bicycle. This is 
one in a series of 10 new cycle routes aimed at 
encouraging people to explore the Braintree 
District by bike. There are three short traffic-

free rides for families with children aged under 10, three on 
quiet roads for those with children aged over 10, and four 
longer-distance routes for experienced leisure cyclists.

This ride is perhaps the 
more challenging of the 
four Leisure Cyclists’ 

rides in this series owing to 
the rolling hills of the region, 

but the views, picturesque villages, cafés, pubs and 
stunning scenery along the way will reward the cyclist in 
spades. The route starts and finishes in the picturesque 
village of Bures on the eastern edge of the Braintree 
District. You can opt to ride the full 31.5 miles (50.6km) or 
take the 12.5-mile (20.1km) or 22.2-mile (35.7km) versions.

Starting from the railway station in Bures, 
pass under the railway and take 
Sustrans’ National Cycle Route 13 
up the hill northwards toward 
Lamarsh. After just a mile (1.6km) 
you are rewarded with a stunning 
view over the Stour Valley, the 
border with Suffolk.

You soon descend into Lamarsh 
where there is a very inviting pub 
and a beautiful, flint-built historic 
church dating from the 12th-century 
with an unusual round-tower design.

Follow the road along, then just after Daws Hall Nature 
Reserve, turn left and climb what will be the most 
challenging hill of the whole route.

At Cross End near Pebmarsh you’ll find   
a small farm complex with a cycle-
friendly café that has cycle-parking, 
and a convenience store next door. 

12.5-mile (20.1km) option: If you 
wish to take this short route, 
turn left at the war memorial 
(before the thatched cottage) 
signed “White Colne” and cycle 
for 1.8 miles (3km) along this 
straightforward, mainly flat road 
until you pick up the return route to 
Bures at Countess Cross.

Easy to miss: At the 8.8-mile (14.1km) mark, 
take a right turn (on a blind, left-hand bend) 
down a narrower road which will take 
you to the outskirts of Halstead.

Halstead has all the facilities you 
might need including a bike shop. 
But to continue with this cycle 
route, turn left onto the main 
road and follow for 500m. NB: it’s 
all downhill and a 30mph zone, 
but if you’re at all uncomforatble, 
there is an adjacent pavement 
where you can dismount and walk-
your-bike. After crossing the bridge, 
turn right  towards Greenstead Green.

22.2-mile (35.7km) option: If you wish to take this 
shortened route, take the sharp left turn at Greenstead 
Green. Fork right at the ‘No Through Road’ sign, but 
do not be alarmed; though the surface may be poor in 
places, at the bottom of the hill you go through bollards 
and cross the narrow bridge over the stream. When 
you’ve climbed up the other side of the valley, stay on 
the road closest to the field-edge (not the busy airfield 
road) and then enter Earl’s Colne by turning left onto 
“Foundry Lane” to pick up the return route to Bures.

At Greenstead Green you’ll find another farm complex 
with another café with cycle parking, along with a 
convenience store and post office.

Leaving Greenstead Green there’s a long, steady 
descent to the stream, then a gentle climb up the other 
side. At Tumbler’s Green you’ll find the Big Bear Cider 
Mill which is one of the many locations on  
the Grape and Grain Trail.

A short right-hand diversion toward 
Pattiswick will take you to a smart 
country pub, or continue on to a 
righ-hand bend in the road.

NB: Here, at the ‘No Through 
Road’ sign, you can opt to avoid a 
short stretch of the busy A120 by 
turning left and taking a traffic-
free off-road route into Coggeshall. 
Be aware though, that parts of the 
Byway are poorly-surfaced (especially 
in the wooded area) and may be very 
muddy in the winter. Take care crossing the busy 
A120 if you take this option. The track narrows as you 
approach downhill into Coggeshall.

Otherwise, follow the road to a T-junction 
where you meet the A120. Turn left onto 
it for 250m and take the first right 
into Coggeshall. There is a feeder 
lane to help you do this. If you’re at 
all uncomforatble cycling on this 
A-road, you can dismount, walk-
your-bike along the grass verge 
and, with care, cross the road 
wheeling your bike instead.

Once in Coggeshall there are many 
facilities and attractions in and near 
this delightful and historic small town, 
including the West Street Vineyard, another 
stop on the Grape and Grain Trail.

When you’ve cycled to the town centre, 
turn left up “Church Street.” Then take 
the first exit at the mini-roundabout, 
and then turn immediatley right 
down “Tey Road”, a ‘No Through 
Road’. At the end, take care 
crossing the A120.

Follow these quiet, flat country 
lanes to the outskirts of Great Tey 
(take a short detour here to admire 
their Norman Church) before cycling 
toward Earl’s Colne, past the ancient 
woodland of Chalkney Wood. 

ALWAYS:
Follow the Highway Code

Cycle at a safe and responsible speed

On shared-use paths give way to pedestrians, 
wheelchair users and horse riders

Ring a bell or call out to warn of your approach, 
acknowledging people who give way to you

Remember that some people are hard of hearing and 
visually impaired so don’t assume they can see or hear you

Follow the Countryside Code; in particular respect crops, 
gates, livestock, wildlife and take litter home

Take special care on roads, at junctions, cycling downhill, 
beside open water, or on loose surfaces

Carry food, water, a puncture repair kit, a 
map, a mobile phone and waterproofs

Keep your bike in good condition and use lights 
in poor visibility

Consider wearing a helmet and high visibility clothing

Good Cycling Code

At Earl’s Colne you can avoid 
most of the high street by 
turning left at the church 
down Park Lane, then right 
down Foundry Lane which will 
meet the high street. Turn 
left here, then immediatley 
right down Station Road 
signed “Colne Engaine”. 
 
NB: (22.2-mile (35.7km) option 
rejoins the route here).

Take care not to go too fast down this 
hill to the stream, then climb up 
the other side of the valley into 
Colne Engaine. Pass through the 
village, and after the church 
turn left at the T-junction, 
past the village shop to the 
village green where you bear 
right and follow the road out 
of the village past the school.

Here, there’s a short, sharp 
descent to a stream and a short, 
sharp climb up the other side.

At Countess Cross (NB: this is where   
the 12.5-mile (20.1km) option rejoins 
the route from the left) turn right 
then immediately left, then later 
straight-ahead signposted 
“Bures”.

Descend into Bures, turn right 
under the railway bridge, 
and right again back to the 
railway station.
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The 
full route 

has 1,490ft 
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its 31.5 miles 

(454m over 

50.6km)
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8
A suggested cycle route suitable for experienced and 
leisure cyclists. It uses mainly quiet roads and country 
lanes with two very short lengths of A-roads (which can 
be avoided). Rolling terrain with moderate hills in places. 
Start and finish at Bures Rail Station.

8

Symbols

Route key

Featured route

Travel direction

12.5-mile (20.1km)
route option

22.2-mile (35.7km)
route option

Road

Bridleway

Byway

Instruction
(see overleaf)

C
on

ta
in

s 
O

S 
d

a
ta

 ©
 C

ro
w

n 
co

py
rig

ht
 a

nd
 d

a
ta

b
a

se
 ri

g
ht

 2
0

22
.

9

Grape & Grain Trail

Take Care location

Cycle parking

Car parking

Café

Toilets

Pub

Picnic site

Church

Museum

Information panel

Attraction

Supermarket

Convenience store

Railway station

0 kilometres  1     2

0 miles         1 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
15

16

17
18

19

20
21

22

Alternative 

o�-road route into 

Coggeshall which  

avoids using A120

(NB: poor surface)

Full route:

31.5 miles
50.6km

Shortest:

12.5 miles
20.1km

Shorter:

22.2 miles
35.7km

St Andrew’s Church, Colne Engain
e

St Andrew’s Church, Colne Engain
e

Tw
instead signpost and waterpump

Tw
instead signpost and waterpump


